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	The Hidden Lives of Logtown
	The Material Culture of the Enslaved at Gunston Hall
	In 2013, archeological digs, revealed the possible remains of Logtown, where the enslaved community lived at Gunston Hall during the lifetime of George Mason IV. The archeology team found two subfloor level pits with a diverse array of archeological remains that testify to the presence, community, and the humanity of the enslaved at Gunston.

	Found in the archeology dig at the homes of the enslaved at Gunston, the above subfloor pit was constructed with a cobblestone spiral. Within west African religious traditions, the spiral represented the universe, thus indicating that this pit could have possessed spiritual significance. An even larger pit, seen below, was found next to its smaller counterpart and was filled with precious material culture objects.
	The Conjuror’s Bag
	Conjure bags were vessels of empowerment typically worn and filled with different ritual items, such as bones, shells, or pieces of wood which were all found in the Gunston pit. Functioning as a protective amulet believed to control events, or carry out curses, a conjure bag was a diverse spiritual tool seen throughout enslaved African communities.
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